Absorption of buccal morphine. A comparison with slow-release morphine sulphate.
The absorption of buccal morphine was compared with that of slow-release morphine sulphate in human volunteers. Morphine concentration was assayed by high pressure liquid chromatography in serum samples obtained at intervals up to 8 hours after administration of morphine 20 mg. Similar mean maximum concentrations were obtained by either route, but the mean time to maximum concentration was longer after buccal than after enteral administration.